ISAAA: Fact sheet on Approved Bt Cotton Hybrids in India

ZONE

2002

2003

2004

2005

NORTH ZONE

6 hybrids

Haryana
Punjab
Rajasthan

RCH 134
RCH 317
MRC 6304
MRC 6301
Ankur 651
Ankur 2534

CENTRAL ZONE

3 hybrids

3 hybrids

4 hybrids

12 hybrids

Gujarat
Madhya Pradesh
Maharashtra

Mech 12
Mech 162
Mech 184

Mech 12
Mech 162
Mech 184

Mech 12
Mech 162
Mech 184
RCH 2

Mech 12
Mech 162
Mech 184
RCH 2
RCH 118
RCH 138
RCH 144
Ankur 09
Ankur 651
MRC 6301

NCS-145 Bunny

Bt

NCS-207 Mallika

Bt

SOUTH ZONE

3 hybrids

3 hybrids

4 hybrids

9 hybrids

Andhra Pradesh
Karnataka
Tamil Nadu

Mech 12
Mech 162
Mech 184

Mech 12
Mech 162
Mech 184

Mech 12
Mech 162
Mech 184
RCH 2

Mech 162*
Mech 184*
RCH 2
RCH 20
RCH 368
MRC 6322
MRC 6918

NCS-145 Bunny

Bt

NCS-207 Mallika

Bt

Total number of
Hybrids for sale

20

As on 25" May 2005




*Mech 162 and Mech 184 not approved for AP and Mech 12 discontinued for Southern Zone

All approved hybrids belong to four major seed companies from India i.e. Mahyco
(MECH, MRC), Rasi (RCH), Ankur seed and Nuziveedu seed (NSC) companies in India.

In 2002, Maharashtra Hybrids Seeds Co Ltd (Mahyco) has received approval for three Bt
cotton hybrids such as MECH 12, MECH 162 and MECH 184 for commercial cultivation
in Central & Southern Zones in India.

In 2003, three Bt cotton hybrids were cultivated over 100,000ha which is more than three
times area under Bt cotton cultivation in 2002 i.e. 30,000ha.

In 2004, The GEAC (Ministry of Environment & Forest) has approved one more Bt cotton
hybrid of Rasi Seeds for cultivation in Central and Southern Zones. With four Bt cotton
hybrids in market, area under Bt cotton rose from 100,000 ha in 2003 to 500,000 ha in
2004, a quantum five-fold increase in Bt cotton area between 2003 and 2004.

In 2004, more than 300,000 small and medium farmers in Central and Southern Zones
enjoyed the benefits of Bt cotton technology with increased yield, reduced pesticides
applications and health and environmental benefits.

In 2005, farmers in India would have more choices to grow Bt cotton hybrids such as 6
hybrids in Northern Zone, 12 hybrids in Central Zone and 9 hybrids in Southern Zone
respectively.
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